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RUSSIAN CONNECTIONS 


Flynn pleads guilty to lies 


“SNOW” GLOW 


hildren reach for “snow” falling from a float passing by the Denver City and County Building 

during the 9News Parade of Lights on Friday night. The 43rd annual parade, which stretched two 

miles through downtown, featured marching bands, floats, and appearances by Major Waddles 
the Penguin and Santa Claus. The parade will repeat at 6 p.m. Saturday. Daniel Brenner, Special to The Denver Post 


EDUCATION TASK FORCE 


Touting big, small solutions 
to roll back teacher shortage 


By Monte Whaley The Denver Post 


Starting teacher-cadet programs at local 
schools, forgiving student loans and offering 
livable wages in rural areas are all ideas being 
touted by a state education task force aimed at 
getting more teachers into Colorado’s far-flung 
classrooms. 

The recommendations, assembled at the re- 
quest of the legislature, also propose a market- 
ing campaign and scholarships to attract teach- 
ers to rural areas where there are severe short- 
ages of instructors in science and special 
education. 

The ideas don’t come with any price tags and 


put the responsibility of rolling back Colorado’s 
growing teacher shortage on the shoulders of 
state lawmakers, local school districts, colleges 
and universities, and communities, said Kim 
Hunter Reed, executive director of the Colora- 
do Department of Higher Education. 

“Certainly the conversation has to start at the 
district level as well as the state level,” Hunter 
Reed said. “We do not think one group or stake- 
holder will solve this. It’s a full-court press for 
everyone.” 

The obvious solution is paying teachers a de- 
cent wage and putting them on par with other 
professions, said state Rep. Janet Buckner, who 
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DEVELOPMENT 
TO GO UP NEAR 
COORS FIELD 


A parking lot near Coors 
Field will be transformed 
into a mixed-use 
development with offices, a 
hotel, residences, a hall of 
fame for the Rockies and an 
outdoor plaza that can serve 
as a meeting place for 
baseball fans. »13A 


School vouchers. A 
conservative group is 
alerting Douglas County 
parents about a Monday 
school board meeting called 
to end support for the school 
voucher program. »2A 


Ex-Trump security 
adviser provides 
info to investigation 


By Eric Tucker and Chad Day 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON» Michael Flynn, 
the retired general who vigorous- 
ly campaigned at Donald Trump’s 
side and then served as his first 
national security adviser, pleaded 
guilty Friday to lying to the FBI 
about reaching out to the Russians 
on Trump’s behalf and said mem- 
bers of the president’s inner circle 
were intimately involved with — 
and at times directing — his con- 
tacts. 

His plea to a single felony count 
of false statements made him the 
first official of the Trump White 
House to be charged so far in the 
criminal investigation by special 
counsel Robert Mueller. And his 
action could be an ominous sign 
for a White House shadowed for 
the past year by investigations, 
turning Flynn into a potentially 
key government cooperator as 
prosecutors examine whether the 
Trump campaign and Russia 
worked together to influence the 
2016 presidential election in 
Trump’s favor. 

Friday’s developments don’t re- 
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TAX REFORM 


GOP seems 


headed for 
Senate win 


By Alan Fram, Marcy Gordon 
and Stephen Ohlemacher 
The Associated Press 


WASHINGTON» Republicans used 
a burst of eleventh-hour horse- 
trading to edge a $1.4 trillion tax 
bill to the brink of Senate passage 
Friday, as a party starved all year 
for a major legislative triumph 
took a step toward giving Presi- 
dent Donald Trump one of his top 
priorities by Christmas. 

“We have the votes,” Senate Ma- 
jority Leader Mitch McConnell, 
R-Ky., declared after leaders 
swayed holdout senators by 
agreeing to fatten tax breaks for 
millions of businesses and let peo- 
ple deduct local property taxes. 

The Senate was on track to give 
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